Denise Kowalski

Senior Paraprofessional

© Springfield, IL ¥ (555) 491-7023 & denise.kowalski@gmail.com {a linkedin.com/in/denisekowalski

SUMMARY

Results-oriented Senior Paraprofessional with 8+ years of experience at Springfield Community Unit School
District 186. Specializes in special-education inclusion support, IEP implementation, and paraeducator
mentorship. Track record of improving student academic progress by 25% through individualized, data-driven
intervention strategies. lllinois Paraprofessional Endorsement and CPI certified.

SKILLS

« Special Education « Lesson Planning * Problem-Solving

+ Classroom Management « Communication

EXPERIENCE

Senior Paraprofessional Aug 2018 - Present
Springfield CUSD 186 — Jefferson Elementary Springfield, IL

Lead paraprofessional providing instructional support for a special-education inclusion program serving 30+ students with
diverse learning needs in grades 3-5.

o Oversee implementation of 15 active IEPs alongside lead teachers, resulting in 88% of students meeting or
exceeding annual academic goals on district benchmark assessments

» Mentor 4 junior paraprofessionals through weekly co-planning and observation feedback, reducing new-hire
attrition by 50% over two school years

» Designed and delivered PBIS Tier 3 behavior-support plans for 5 students with emotional-behavioral disorders,
reducing daily behavioral incidents by 45%

» Coordinate with SLPs, OTs, and school psychologists during monthly IEP team meetings, ensuring consistent
service delivery across all environments

+ Maintained 90% parental satisfaction rate as measured by the school's annual family-survey, through proactive
weekly progress communication

Paraprofessional Aug 2015 - Jul 2018

Springfield CUSD 186 — Lincoln Middle School Springfield, IL

Provided direct instructional support to students with learning disabilities and autism in a co-taught 6th-8th grade inclusion

setting.

o Supported 10 students with IEPs in core academic classes, assisting 80% of students to advance to the next
grade level with reduced support needs

e Administered and recorded DIBELS and AIMSweb progress-monitoring probes biweekly, supplying data for data-
team reviews

» Contributed to a 20% increase in student math scores by facilitating Everyday Mathematics intervention groups
three times per week



EDUCATION

Bachelor of Science

University of lllinois at Springfield
Special Education

Springfield, IL

May 2015

GPA: 3.5

CERTIFICATES

lllinois Paraprofessional Endorsement 2015
lllinois State Board of Education
State paraprofessional credential satisfying IDEA highly-qualified requirements

CPI Nonviolent Crisis Intervention — Advanced 2017
Crisis Prevention Institute
Advanced certification in safe de-escalation, physical safety techniques, and trauma-informed care

CPR/First Aid & AED 2015

American Red Cross
American Red Cross certification, renewed biennially

Special Education Paraprofessional Certificate 2020

Illinois State Board of Education
Specialized training in IEP support, differentiated instruction, and adaptive technology

AWARDS

Outstanding Paraprofessional Award 2020
Springfield Elementary School
Received award for outstanding service and dedication to the school community.

LANGUAGES

English
Native

STRENGTHS

Communication —
Effective communicator with strong verbal and written skills, able to articulate complex ideas and concepts to
diverse audiences.

Problem-Solving —
Proven problem-solver with ability to analyze complex issues, identify solutions, and implement effective strategies.

HOBBIES
Reading



REFERENCES

Jane Doe

Principal
jane.doe@springfield.edu

Supervisor



